Laparoscopic staging of prostatic carcinoma.
Current treatment of prostate cancer is highly controversial, however accurate assessment of pelvic lymph node status is important to determine early in the course of therapy if adjuvant hormonal ablation is necessary. Indications for laparoscopic assessment of pelvic lymph nodes are now better defined and the technique requires a high degree of technical skill and expertise. A series of 50 patients who underwent laparoscopic pelvic lymphadenectomy is presented. A greater than 40% chance of node positivity was found in a group of patients who had either a clinical stage B2, C, DO, or a prostate-specific antigen level greater than 40 ng/dl, or a total Gleason score of 7, 8, 9, or 10. Laparoscopic pelvic lymphadenectomy remains the current method to accurately stage lymph node involvement in prostate carcinoma.